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1
SEALING SYSTEM FOR PRE-TENSIONED
COMPOSITE SCREENS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application, pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §119(e), claims
priority to U.S. Provisional Application Ser. No. 60/827,550,
filed Sep. 29, 2006. That application is incorporated by ref-
erence in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

1. Field of the Disclosure

The present disclosure generally relates to shaker screens
and methods of forming shaker screen. More specifically, the
present disclosure relates to methods of sealing shaker
screens to shaker baskets and methods of forming such seals.
More specifically still, the present disclosure relates to shaker
screens including sealing elements attached to composite
frames and methods of forming the same.

2. Background Art

Oilfield drilling fluid, often called “mud,” serves multiple
purposes in the industry. Among its many functions, the drill-
ing mud acts as a lubricant to cool rotary drill bits and facili-
tate faster cutting rates. Typically, the mud is mixed at the
surface and pumped downhole at high pressure to the drill bit
through a bore of the drillstring. Once the mud reaches the
drill bit, it exits through various nozzles and ports where it
lubricates and cools the drill bit. After exiting through the
nozzles, the “spent” fluid returns to the surface through an
annulus formed between the drillstring and the drilled well-
bore.

Furthermore, drilling mud provides a column of hydro-
static pressure, or head, to prevent “blow out” of the well
being drilled. This hydrostatic pressure offsets formation
pressures thereby preventing fluids from blowing out if pres-
surized deposits in the formation are breeched. Two factors
contributing to the hydrostatic pressure of the drilling mud
column are the height (or depth) of the column (i.e., the
vertical distance from the surface to the bottom of the well-
bore) itself and the density (or its inverse, specific gravity) of
the fluid used. Depending on the type and construction of the
formation to be drilled, various weighting and lubrication
agents are mixed into the drilling mud to obtain the right
mixture. Typically, drilling mud weight is reported in
“pounds,” short for pounds per gallon. Generally, increasing
the amount of weighting agent solute dissolved in the mud
base will create a heavier drilling mud. Drilling mud that is
too light may not protect the formation from blow outs, and
drilling mud that is too heavy may over invade the formation.
Therefore, much time and consideration is spent to ensure the
mud mixture is optimal. Because the mud evaluation and
mixture process is time consuming and expensive, drillers
and service companies prefer to reclaim the returned drilling
mud and recycle it for continued use.

Another significant purpose of the drilling mud is to carry
the cuttings away from the drill bit at the bottom of the
borehole to the surface. As a drill bit pulverizes or scrapes the
rock formation at the bottom of the borehole, small pieces of
solid material are left behind. The drilling fluid exiting the
nozzles at the bit acts to stir-up and carry the solid particles of
rock and formation to the surface within the annulus between
the drillstring and the borehole. Therefore, the fluid exiting
the borehole from the annulus is a slurry of formation cuttings
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in drilling mud. Before the mud can be recycled and re-
pumped down through nozzles of the drill bit, the cutting
particulates must be removed.

Apparatus in use today to remove cuttings and other solid
particulates from drilling fluid are commonly referred to in
the industry as “shale shakers.” A shale shaker, also known as
a vibratory separator, is a vibrating sieve-like table upon
which returning solids laden drilling fluid is deposited and
through which clean drilling fluid emerges. Typically, the
shale shaker is an angled table with a generally perforated
filter screen bottom. Returning drilling fluid is deposited at
the feed end of the shale shaker. As the drilling fluid travels
down length of the vibrating table, the fluid falls through the
perforations to a reservoir below leaving the solid particulate
material behind. The vibrating action of the shale shaker table
conveys solid particles left behind until they fall off the dis-
charge end of the shaker table. The above described apparatus
is illustrative of one type of shale shaker known to those of
ordinary skill in the art. In alternate shale shakers, the top
edge of the shaker may be relatively closer to the ground than
the lower end. In such shale shakers, the angle of inclination
may require the movement of particulates in a generally
upward direction. In still other shale shakers, the table may
not be angled, thus the vibrating action of the shaker alone
may enable particle/fluid separation. Regardless, table incli-
nation and/or design variations of existing shale shakers
should not be considered a limitation of the present disclo-
sure.

Preferably, the amount of vibration and the angle of incli-
nation of the shale shaker table are adjustable to accommo-
date various drilling fluid flow rates and particulate percent-
ages in the drilling fluid. After the fluid passes through the
perforated bottom of the shale shaker, it can either return to
service in the borehole immediately, be stored for measure-
ment and evaluation, or pass through an additional piece of
equipment (e.g., a drying shaker, centrifuge, or a smaller
sized shale shaker) to further remove smaller cuttings.

Because shale shakers are typically in continuous use, any
repair operations and associated downtimes are to be mini-
mized as much as possible. Often, the filter screens of shale
shakers, through which the solids are separated from the
drilling mud, wear out over time and need replacement.
Therefore, shale shaker filter screens are typically con-
structed to be quickly and easily removed and replaced. Gen-
erally, through the loosening of only a few bolts, the filter
screen can be lifted out of the shaker assembly and replaced
within a matter of minutes. While there are numerous styles
and sizes of filter screens, they generally follow similar
design. Typically, filter screens include a perforated plate
base upon which a wire mesh, or other perforated filter over-
lay, is positioned. The perforated plate base generally pro-
vides structural support and allows the passage of fluids there-
through, while the wire mesh overlay defines the largest solid
particle capable of passing therethrough. While many perfo-
rated plate bases are generally flat or slightly curved in shape,
it should be understood that perforated plate bases having a
plurality of corrugated channels extending thereacross may
be used instead. In theory, the corrugated channels provide
additional surface area for the fluid-solid separation process
to take place, and act to guide solids along their length toward
the end of the shale shaker from where they are disposed.

A typical shale shaker filter screen includes a plurality of
hold-down apertures at opposite ends of the filter screen.
These apertures, preferably located at the ends of the filter
screen that will abut walls of the shale shaker, allow hold
down retainers of the shale shaker to grip and secure the filter
screens in place. However, because of their proximity to the
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working surface of the filter screen, the hold-down apertures
must be covered to prevent solids in the returning drilling
fluid from bypassing the filter mesh through the hold-down
apertures. To prevent such bypass, an end cap assembly is
placed over each end of the filter screen to cover the hold-
down apertures. Presently, these caps are constructed by
extending a metal cover over the hold down apertures and
attaching a wiper seal thereto to contact an adjacent wall of
the shale shaker. Furthermore, epoxy plugs are set in each end
of'the end cap to prevent fluids from communicating with the
hold-down apertures through the sides of the end cap.

Typically, screens used with shale shakers are emplaced in
agenerally horizontal fashion on a generally horizontal bed or
support within a basket in the shaker. The screens themselves
may be flat or nearly flat, corrugated, depressed, or contain
raised surfaces. The basket in which the screens are mounted
may be inclined towards a discharge end of the shale shaker.
The shale shaker imparts a rapidly reciprocating motion to the
basket and hence the screens. Material from which particles
are to be separated is poured onto a back end of the vibrating
screen. The material generally flows toward the discharge end
of'the basket. Large particles that are unable to move through
the screen remain on top of the screen and move toward the
discharge end of the basket where they are collected. The
smaller particles and fluid flow through the screen and collect
in a bed, receptacle, or pan beneath the screen.

In some shale shakers a fine screen cloth is used with the
vibrating screen. The screen may have two or more overlying
layers of screen cloth or mesh. Layers of cloth or mesh may be
bonded together and placed over a support, supports, or a
perforated or apertured plate. The frame of the vibrating
screen is resiliently suspended or mounted upon a support and
is caused to vibrate by a vibrating mechanism (e.g., an unbal-
anced weight on a rotating shaft connected to the frame).
Each screen may be vibrated by vibratory equipment to create
a flow of trapped solids on top surfaces of the screen for
removal and disposal of solids. The fineness or coarseness of
the mesh of a screen may vary depending upon mud flow rate
and the size of the solids to be removed.

Currently, in many shale shakers, the seal between the
screen and the shaker basket is formed by a gasket disposed
along the inner perimeter of the shaker basket. In addition to
the gasket, a steel rigid support member is often affixed along
longitudinal and lateral support members disposed on a bot-
tom or inner surface of the shaker basket upon which the steel
frame of the shaker screen rests. The weight of the screen and
the disposition of a wedge member between the shaker basket
and the screen compresses the gasket between the shaker
basket and the frame of the screen. In such an assembly, the
compression of the gasket is limited by the thickness of the
steel rigid support member. Thus, a relatively thin steel rigid
support member will result in greater gasket compression and
less space between the screen and the shaker basket. Corre-
spondingly, a relatively thick steel rigid support member will
result in less gasket compression and more space between the
screen and the shaker basket.

In shale shakers using a steel rigid support member to
define the compression between the gasket and the shaker
basket, an overly compressed gasket may cause the wedge to
loosen and the screen to become loose. When a gasket is
overly compressed, the vibrations of the shale shaker may
cause the screen to move vertically relative to the shale
shaker. When such vertical screen movement occurs, drilling
fluid and/or cuttings may pass between the screen and the
shaker basket, therein bypassing the screen. The bypassing of
such drilling fluid and/or cuttings may decrease the efficiency
of the shaking process, as well as allowing cutting matter to
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settle between the gasket and the shaker basket, thereby
resulting in the loss of additional drilling fluid.

When drill cuttings and/or fluid is allowed constant contact
with the sealing element of a shale shaker, the sealing element
may wear out relatively quickly. In such systems wherein the
sealing element is disposed and/or attached to the inner diam-
eter of the shaker basket, replacing the sealing element can be
a time consuming process that requires shutting down the
shaker system, thus decreasing the efficiency of the process.

Accordingly, there exists a need for a screen frame assem-
bly that may be securely positioned within the shale shaker
and effectively form a seal to the wall of the shaker to mini-
mize the passage of unfiltered mud through the screen. Also,
there exists a need to increase the efficiency of the shaking
process such that when sealing elements are replaced, the
process does not substantially decrease the efficiency of the
process.

SUMMARY

According to one aspect, embodiments disclosed herein
relate to a shaker screen including a sealing element and a
composite frame, wherein the sealing element is attached to a
basal perimeter of the composite frame.

In another aspect, embodiments disclosed herein relate to a
method forming a shaker screen including forming a sealing
element and forming a composite frame. The method also
includes attaching the sealing element to the composite frame
so that the sealing element is disposed along at least one
surface of a basal perimeter of the composite frame.

In another aspect, embodiments disclosed herein relate to a
shaker screen attachment including a sealing element, a com-
posite frame, and a wedge. Furthermore, the sealing element
is attached to a basal perimeter of the composite frame, and
the wedge is disposed between the composite frame and a
shaker basket such that the seating element compresses
against the shaker basket.

Other aspects of the present disclosure will be apparent
from the following description and the appended claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view of a shaker screen in
accordance with an embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of a shaker screen during
compression in accordance with an embodiment of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of a shaker screen in
accordance with an embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of a D-shaped sealing
element in accordance with one embodiment of a shaker
screen of the present disclosure.

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of aribbed sealing element
in accordance with one embodiment of a shaker screen of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view of a shaker screen attach-
ment in accordance with one embodiment of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 7 is a break away view of a shaker screen in accor-
dance with one embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view of a wiper seal in accor-
dance with one embodiment of a shaker screen of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 9 is a side view of a sealing element attached to a
screen frame in accordance with embodiments of the present
disclosure.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Generally, embodiments disclosed herein relate to shaker
screens including sealing elements attached to composite
frames. Additionally, methods disclosed herein relate to
methods of forming composite frames and seals for use in
shaker screens and methods of attaching shaker screens to
shakers.

Referring initially to FIG. 1, a cross-sectional view of a
shaker screen 100 in accordance with one embodiment of the
present disclosure is shown. In this embodiment, shaker
screen 100 includes a composite frame 101 and a sealing
element 102. Composite frame 101 may be formed from any
material known to one of ordinary skill in the art including,
but not limited to, high-strength plastic, mixtures of high-
strength plastic and glass, high-strength plastic reinforced
with steel rods, and any combinations thereof. By using com-
posite frames 101, embodiments of the present disclosure
may provide a lighter weight frame with increased durability
and strength over conventional steel frames.

Sealing element 102 is illustrated attached to composite
frame 101. Sealing element 102 may be formed from any
sealing substance known to one of ordinary skill in the art
including, but not limited to, rubbers, thermoplastic elas-
tomers (“TPE”), foams, polychloroprene, polypropylene,
and/or any combinations thereof. Sealing elements 102
formed from TPE may include, for example, polyurethanes,
copolyesters, styrene copolymers, olefins, elastomeric alloys,
polyamides, or combinations of the above. Preferably, the
sealing element should include properties that allow high
durability and elongation, as well as solvent and abrasion
resistance. In certain embodiments, sealing element 102 may
preferably include the properties of increased flexibility, slip
resistance, shock absorption, and vibration resistance. How-
ever, one of ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that in
alternate embodiments, sealing elements including greater
solvency resistance, durability, abrasion resistance, or any
other factor corresponding to increased seal life may deter-
mine which sealing element is selected.

Sealing element 102 may be formed so as to include an
outer surface 103 and an inner area 104. In one embodiment,
outer surface 103 may be formed from a lower durometer
material than the material of inner area 104. By forming outer
surface 103 from a lower durometer material, the lower
durometer material may compress more easily against a seal-
ing surface 105. Because outer surface 103 may have a greater
resistance to permanent indentation, outer surface 103 may
more fully compress against sealing surface 105. Generally,
sealing surface 105 may be the frame of a shaker basket (not
independently shown) or another component of a given
shaker.

Additionally, inner area 104 may be formed from a rela-
tively higher durometer material. In one embodiment, inner
area 104 may be formed from a higher durometer material of
similar composition, such as a corresponding TPE. In such an
embodiment, the lower durometer material may compress
against sealing surface 105 until outer surface 103 has com-
pressed fully against inner area 104. Inner area 104, because
of its high durometer properties, may provide resistance to
compression such that a seal is formed between sealing ele-
ment 102 and sealing surface 105.

In alternate embodiments, inner area 104 may be filled with
a secondary sealing material. One such secondary sealing
material may include a foam. The foam may provide resis-
tance to compression, as described above, so as to increase the
seal integrity between sealing element 102 and sealing sur-
face 105. Another secondary sealing material may include a
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6

gas. Similar to the compressive properties of a foam, a gas
may limit the compression of sealing element 102 to a speci-
fied range so as to increase the seal integrity between sealing
element 102 and sealing surface 105.

Referring now to FIGS. 1 and 2 together, cross-sectional
views of a shaker screen before and during compression are
shown, Prior to compression (FIG. 1), sealing element 102
rests on sealing surface 105 with a distance A defined between
a lower surface of composite frame 101 and sealing surface
105. Outer surface 103 of sealing element 102 contacts seal-
ing surface 105 along a distance B of outer surface 103 of
sealing element 102. As a compressive force is applied in
direction C, sealing element 102 compresses against sealing
surface 105 such that distance A decreases (FIG. 2). Corre-
spondingly, the distance of outer surface contact B is
increased such that more of outer surface 103 of sealing
element 102 is in contact with sealing surface 105. The
increased sealing surface provides a greater integrity seal that
may prevent the escape of drilling fluids between the shaker
screen and the shaker. Additionally, because distance A is
maintained between composite frame 101 and sealing surface
105, shaker screen 101 may vibrate without contacting the
shaker basket. Such distance A may further prevent wear of
the shaker basket (not shown), the shaker screen 100, and/or
sealing element 102.

Still referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, a rigid molded section 106
defining an extended portion of composite frame 101 is
demarcated by a dashed line. Previously, rigid spacers (not
shown) made from, for example, steel, were inserted between
a frame and a sealing surface to limit compression. However,
embodiments disclosed herein allow rigid section 106 to be
anintegral part of composite frame 101. Because rigid section
106 is integral with composite frame 101, as compressive
force Cis applied to composite frame 101, there is no need for
additional components, such as rigid spacers, to limit the
compression of sealing element 102. Thus, in some embodi-
ments, the length of rigid molded section 106 may define a
compression limit for sealing element 102. One of ordinary
skill in the art will appreciate that in certain embodiments it
may be beneficial to provide a rigid section 106 of higher
density material than the rest of composite frame 101. How-
ever, in alternate embodiments, rigid section 106 may simply
be an extended portion of composite frame 101 made from
equivalent materials.

Referring briefly to FIG. 3, a cross-sectional view of a
shaker screen 100 in accordance with one embodiment of the
present disclosure is shown. In such an alternate embodiment,
rigid section 106 may extend further into composite frame
101 to incorporate the region of composite frame directly
above sealing element 102. Thus, rigid section 106 would
define the entire contact region between sealing element 102
and rigid section 106. Such an embodiment may provide
increased bonding potential between sealing element 102 and
rigid section 106 as well as providing additional structural
support in the optimization of seal compression, as described
above.

In addition to rigid portion 106 providing a compression
limit, defining rigid portion 106 to be a certain length may
also allow sealing element 102 to compress to an optimum
level. In such an embodiment, sealing element 102 and rigid
portion 106 would be selected together so that as the com-
pression of sealing element 102 reaches an optimal level,
rigid portion 106 may contact sealing surface 105 to prevent
further compression of sealing element 102. To provide such
optimal sealing compression, one or ordinary skill in the art
will realize that it may be preferable to allow sealing element
102 to extend longitudinally further than rigid portion 106
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while in the resting position (i.e., prior to compression). Fur-
thermore, by using rigid portion 106 as a “hard stop” to
provide optimum compression of sealing element 102, over-
compression of sealing element 102 is prevented. Because
over-compression of a sealing element may contribute to
shorter seal life, shorter shaker screen life, or loosening of the
shaker screen from the shaker, as described above, using rigid
portion 106 as a hard stop may promote extended seal life.

Referring back to FIG. 1, sealing element 102 is illustrated
embedded within the profile of composite frame 101. In such
an embodiment, sealing element 102 and composite frame
101 may be formed contemporaneously. One such method of
forming and attaching sealing element 102 and composite
frame 101 may include co-molding, using, for example,
injection molding and/or gas injection molding, as is known
to those of ordinary skill in the art of molding plastics.

Referring briefly to FIG. 7, a breakaway view of a shaker
screen in accordance with one embodiment of the present
disclosure is shown. Methods of injection molding are well
known in the field of plastics manufacture, but may include,
for example, forming a composite 114 or polymer material
around a wire frame 115 in a mold. In such an injection
molding process, the mold may be closed around the wire
frame and a liquid polymer injected therein. Upon curing, a
force is applied to opposing sides of the mold that allows the
formed frame to separate from the mold. In alternate methods
of'injection molding, gas may be injected into a mold to create
spaces in the composites that may later be filled by alternate
materials.

Referring back to FIG. 1, one method of co-molding seal-
ing element 102 and composite frame 101 may include inte-
grally molding sealing element 102 within composite frame
101. In this embodiment, sealing element 102 may be posi-
tioned within an injection mold for composite frame 101.
Once the mold is sealed, a sealing element material (e.g.,
TPE) may be injected into the mold. The sealing element
material is allowed to cure, and then the screen frame includ-
ing an integrally molded sealing element may be removed.
One of ordinary skill in the art will realize that alternative
methods of attaching a sealing element to a composite frame
exist, for example, using an adhesive resin, and as such, are
within the scope of the present disclosure.

Now referring to FIG. 4, a cross-sectional view of a
D-shaped sealing element in accordance with one embodi-
ment of a shaker screen of the present disclosure is shown. In
this embodiment, sealing element 102 may be attached to
composite frame 101 using thermal bonding. Because the
frame of the present disclosure is formed of a composite
material, as heat is applied, the surface of composite frame
101 and sealing element 102 is softened. At the melting point
composite frame 101 and sealing element 102 may contact
each other, thereby forming strong bonds, holding the com-
ponents together. Once cooled, the bonding points will
solidity, thereby providing attachment points between seal-
ing element 102 and composite frame 101.

Previously, seals were attached to frames using epoxy and
chemical interaction. However, because sealing element 102
may contact chemicals in drilling mud that could degrade
epoxy and chemically bonded seals over time, such sealing/
bonding methods may decrease seal integrity and seal life.
Thermal bonding zones D may provide a seal with greater
integrity that is not degraded due to contact with chemicals
present in drilling mud. One of ordinary skill in the art will
appreciate that alternative methods of bonding sealing ele-
ment 102 to composite frame 101 may include, but are not
limited to, heat staking and ultrasonic welding.
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Still referring to FIG. 4, in this embodiment of the present
disclosure, a D-shaped sealing element 102 is attached to
composite frame 101. Sealing element 102 may be attached to
composite frame 101 according to any of the methods
described above. Additionally, sealing element 102 is shown
attached along a basal perimeter 107 of composite frame 101.
Basal perimeter 107 defines a bottom surface of a composite
frame, which absent a sealing element, would contact a seal-
ing surface of a shaker.

D-shaped sealing element 102 includes an outer surface
103 and an inner area 104. In such an embodiment, inner area
104 may be filled with a foam or gas, as described above, or
may be left unfilled. As illustrated, D-shaped sealing element
102 may extend substantially the entire width of composite
frame 101. Thus, the compression resistance of this embodi-
ment relies on the elastomeric properties of sealing element
102, rather than the rigid section of the previous embodi-
ments. However, in such an embodiment, one of ordinary skill
in the art will appreciate that a rigid section (not indepen-
dently illustrated) integral to composite frame 101 may still
provide structural support for the shaker screen and/or opti-
mization of seal compression.

Referring now to FIG. 5, a cross-sectional view of aribbed
sealing element in accordance with one embodiment of a
shaker screen of the present disclosure is shown. In this
embodiment, sealing element 102 may be attached to com-
posite frame 101 in accordance with any of the methods
discussed above. Also, discussed with reference to FIG. 4,
sealing element 102 of the present embodiment provides the
only interface with sealing surface 105. In such an embodi-
ment, sealing element 102 may include a plurality of ribs 108
extending from the body of sealing element 102. Ribs 108
may provide structural support for composite frame 101, and
may also provide additional sealing integrity for shaker
screen 100.

As a compressive force is applied to shaker screen 100,
sealing element 102 may be compressed against sealing sur-
face 105. Spaced ribs 108 may provide resistance to the
compressive force, thereby providing greater seal integrity
between composite frame 101 and sealing surface 105. Addi-
tionally, because there may exist a plurality of ribs 108,
should one such rib 108 suffer unequal wear and/or damage
during its life, the other ribs may continue to provide an ample
seal so as to extend the total life of shaker screen 100. One of
ordinary skill in the art will also realize that such an embodi-
ment may be preferable in systems that do not have an inter-
face on the shaker basket sufficient to support both a seal and
a rigid section. Thus, the seal may also define a compression
limit so as to prevent over-compression, thereby extending
the usability of such sealing element and corresponding
shaker screen. One of ordinary skill in the art will also appre-
ciate that the sealing element may be any shape known in the
art, and accordingly, the examples described herein are not
meant to limit the shape of the sealing element.

Referring now to FIG. 6, a cross-sectional view of a shaker
screen attachment in accordance with one embodiment of the
present disclosure is shown. In this embodiment the shaker
basket perimeter 109 (i.e., the sealing surface of FIGS. 1-5) is
illustrated including a wedge surface 110. A wedge 111 is
illustrated between wedge surface 110 and shaker screen 112.
Wedge 111 may include any generally polygonal shaped
structure capable of applying compressive force between
shaker screen 112 and shaker basket perimeter 109. An
example of a wedge 111 that may be used in the present
shaker screen attachment is disclosed in co-pending U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 60/827,582 assigned to the
assignee of the present application. Shaker screen 112 may
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include, for example, a composite screen 101, a rigid section
106, and a sealing element 102. Alternatively, shaker screen
112 may include any of the components previously disclosed
in the present application, or any components known to one of
ordinary skill in the art.

As wedge 111 is pressed into place between wedge surface
110 and shaker screen 112, a compressive force is applied to
sealing element 102, thereby creating a seal between sealing
element 102 and shaker basket perimeter 109. The compres-
sion of sealing element 102 of the present embodiment may
be limited by the extension of rigid portion 106, or by the
elastomeric properties of sealing element 102, as discussed
above.

Referring back to FIG. 7, in this embodiment, shaker
screen 100 includes a composite frame 101, a sealing element
(not shown), and a filtering element 113. In certain applica-
tions, it may be desirable to decrease the size of particulate
matter that may pass through shaker screen 100. In such
applications, filtering element 113 may be attached to com-
posite frame 101 so as to limit the size of particulate matter
which may pass therethrough. In one embodiment, filter ele-
ment 113 may include, for example, a mesh, a fine screen
cloth, or other materials known to one of ordinary skill in the
art. Additionally, filtering element 113 may be formed from
plastics, metals, alloys, fiberglass, composites, and polytet-
rafluoroethylene. In certain embodiments, a plurality of lay-
ers of filtering elements 113 may be incorporated into one
shaker screen to define a desired separation efficiency or cut.
However, in alternate embodiments, filtering element 113
may include a single layer (not shown).

Referring now to FIG. 8, a cross-sectional view of a wiper
seal in accordance with one embodiment of a shaker screen of
the present disclosure is shown. In some embodiments, the
shaker screen and/or filtering element may include a plurality
ot hold-down apertures at opposite ends of the screen. These
apertures, generally located at the ends of the shaker screen
abut walls of the shaker, thereby allowing hold-down retain-
ers of the shale shaker to secure the shaker screens in place.
Because of the retainers proximity to the working surface of
the shaker screen, the hold-down apertures must be covered to
prevent solids in the drilling fluid from bypassing the shaker
screen through the hold-down apertures. To prevent such
bypass, an end cap assembly may be placed over each end of
the filter screen to cover the hold-down apertures. Typically,
such end caps are constructed by extending a metal cover over
the hold-down apertures and attaching a wiper seal thereto so
that the wiper seal contacts an adjacent wall of the shaker.
Generally, wiper seals may be formed from any material
capable of creating a seal between the shaker screen and the
shaker. However typically, wiper seals are formed from rub-
bers, TPE, polychloroprene, polypropylene, and/or combina-
tions thereof.

In one embodiment of the present disclosure, a thermoplas-
ticend cap 119, formed by, for example, the injection molding
process as described above, or any other method known to
one of ordinary skill in the art, may be attached to a surface
structure on the shaker screen 120. One such attachment point
may include a metal plate located along the frame of the
shaker. In alternate embodiments, end cap 119 may be
directly coupled to the composite frame (not shown). In such
embodiments, a wiper seal 121 may be attached to end cap
119 so as to form a seal between the shaker screen 120 and the
shaker. Because the end cap 119 may be formed from a
composite, wiper seal 121 may be attached using, for
example, thermal bonding, ultrasonic welding, or heat stak-
ing, as described above. An attachment zone 122 provides an
area of attachment for wiper seal 121 to either shaker screen

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

120 or to the composite frame. Because end cap 119 may be
formed from a composite material, wiper seal 121 may be
attached using, for example, thermal bonding, ultrasonic
welding, or heat staking, as described above. In alternate
embodiments, wiper seal 121 may be directly attached to the
composite frame using any of the aforementioned methods of
attachment.

Incertain embodiments of the present disclosure, the frame
and the sealing element may be formed at substantially the
same time. In such an embodiment, the frame and the sealing
element may be formed via co-extrusion. Generally, co-ex-
trusion includes the process of extruding two or more mate-
rials through a single die with two or more orifices arranged
so that the extrudates merge and weld together into a laminar
structure before cooling. However, in other embodiments,
co-extrusion may include the injection of more than two
materials extruded into two or more dies. Those of ordinary
skill in the art will appreciate that co-extrusion may be used to
form both a frame and a sealing element in accordance with
the embodiments disclosed herein.

In one aspect of the present disclosure, a first material is
extruded into a first orifice (molded into a desired geometry
for a frame) of a die while a second material is extruded into
a second orifice (molded into a desired geometry of a sealing
element) of the die. Both materials are allowed to cure, and
then removed from the die. Because the materials were co-
extruded, their interfacing profiles will substantially corre-
spond. Thus, when the frame and the sealing element are
aligned, their profiles will correspond such that they may be
attached or coupled. By having a sealing element with a
profile that substantially matches a corresponding frame, the
attachment of the two components may be more secure.

In certain embodiments, the aligning of the co-extruded
frame and seal may benefit from additional attachment
means. Exemplary methods of additional attachment means
may include mechanical fasteners (e.g., screws, bolts, and
rivets), welding, heat staking, thermal bonding, and/or chemi-
cal adhesion. One such example is shown in FIG. 9, wherein
a sealing element comprising a first portion 970 and a second
portion 972 are mechanically attached to a screen frame 974
with a screw 976. First and second portions 970, 972 of the
sealing element may be formed from a single material or,
alternatively, from different materials. For example, the first
portion 970 may be formed from polypropylene, while the
second portion 972 may be formed from TPE.

To help ensure proper alignment between the frame and the
sealing element, the frame may be formed to include a first
mating surface, while the sealing element is formed to include
a second mating surface configured to correspond to the first
mating surface of the screen. In one embodiment, the second
mating surface of the sealing element may include a groove
configured to align with an extension of the first mating
surface of the screen. In alternate embodiments, the first
mating surface may include a groove, while an extension of
the second mating surface is configured to align with the
groove.

Moreover, those of ordinary skill in the art will appreciate
that in certain embodiments having a first and second mating
surface, the extension portion may be designed with a slightly
larger profile than the corresponding groove. As such, when
the extension is aligned within the groove, a compression fit
may be achieved. Such a compression fit may enhance the
sealing characteristics of the seal, while preventing the seal-
ing element from becoming disconnected from the screen
during operation of the shaker.

Those of ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that mul-
tiple configurations of first and second mating surface may be
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used when forming frames and sealing elements in accor-
dance with embodiments disclosed herein. For example,
combinations of male/female connections, press-fit connec-
tions, and dovetails may also be used. Furthermore, those of
ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that any of the above
methods of forming corresponding frames and sealing ele-
ments may be used without co-extrusion.

In other embodiments, as described above, a sealing ele-
ment of a screen may be configured to interact with a surface
of'ashaker. In such an embodiment, a screen may be designed
to include a first mating surface that is configured to align
with a second mating surface on the shaker. For example, the
first mating surface of the screen may be configured to inter-
face with the second mating surface of a feed end of a shaker
basket. Such a configuration may prevent drilling fluid and
solid particles from bypassing the shaker, thereby increasing
the efficiency of the operation. In other embodiments, at least
a portion of a sealing element of a screen may be configured
to align with or interface with at least a portion of a shaker to
prevent the loss of drilling fluid and solid particles therefrom.

Advantageously, embodiments of the aforementioned
apparatuses and methods may increase the efficiency of
shaker systems for the separation of drilling fluid from drill
cuttings. Because the sealing elements of the present disclo-
sure may be directly attached to composite frames using
thermal bonding and/or co-molding, a higher integrity seal
may be formed therebetween. The seal may allow the sealing
element to compress to an optimum level thereby preventing
over-compression and subsequent failure of the sealing ele-
ment. Additionally, the seal may be optimized by a co-molded
rigid section formed within the composite frame. Such a rigid
section may provide a hard stop to further enhance the oper-
ability of the sealing element so as to form a higher integrity
seal while also extending seal life. Because seal life may be
extended, shaker screens may not need to be changed as
frequently, thus limiting the downtime of the shaker.

Furthermore, shaker screens in accordance with the present
disclosure may decrease the cost and time of repairing seals.
Because the sealing elements may be formed around a basal
perimeter of the shaker screens, and not around an inner
perimeter of the shaker, when seal damage occurs, only the
screen must be replaced. One of ordinary skill in the art will
appreciate that replacing a screen with an attached sealing
element is less labor intensive and requires less time than
replacing a sealing element located on the inner perimeter of
a shaker. Thus, sealing elements that are thermally bonded
and/or co-molded to a composite frame, as disclosed herein,
may decrease the cost of routine maintenance thereby
increasing the cost efficiency of the shaking process.

Also, thermal bonding and co-molding techniques
described herein may provide advantageous sealing element
design variations. Because the sealing elements may be
attached to the composite frame using such thermal bonding
and co-molding there may be less of a need to use epoxies and
chemical bonding techniques. Such epoxy and chemical
bonding techniques created attachments that degraded over
time due to contact with abrasive drilling fluids. As such,
chemically bonded seals may have a shorter effective life
relative to embodiments of the present disclosure. Addition-
ally, because thermal bonding and co-molding techniques do
not use environmentally hazardous chemicals, processes of
the present disclosure are more environmentally sensitive.

Moreover, design variations of the sealing elements in
accordance with embodiments disclosed herein may provide
greater integrity seals. Sealing elements of the present disclo-
sure may include an outer surface and an inner area that
enhances sealing integrity between the shaker screen and the
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shaker. Specifically, because a lower durometer material may
form an outer surface while higher durometer material may
form an inner area, the compression of the seal may be opti-
mized for a specified operation. Also, embodiments disclosed
herein provide the advantage of allowing an inner core to be
filled with compressive material (e.g., foam) or other materi-
als (e.g., gases) such that the formation of the sealing element
alone may provide optimization of seal compression. Other
design variations may provide optimized sealing compres-
sion through, for example a plurality of ribs, thereby increas-
ing seal integrity.

Those of ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that certain
embodiments disclosed herein may also advantageously pro-
vide for a permanently attached sealing element that does not
require the use of adhesives. Because components of the
shaker screen may be co-extruded and fastened together
using, for example, mechanical fasteners, the sealing ele-
ments may also be selectively removable should the sealing
element fail during use and require replacement. Certain
embodiments may also allow the replacement of the sealing
elements to be relatively fast do to the co-extruded compo-
nents.

Finally, embodiments in accordance with the present dis-
closure may advantageously allow the attachment of alterna-
tive sealing elements (e.g., wiper seals) to the shaker screen
frame or extensions thereof. Of particular advantage in cer-
tain embodiments, a wiper seal may be attached directly to a
composite frame or directly to an end cap such that more
drilling fluids are retained over the screen surface rather than
escaping through attachment apertures of the shaker screen.

While the invention has been described with respect to a
limited number of embodiments, those skilled in the art,
having benefit of the present disclosure, will appreciate that
other embodiments may be devised with do not depart from
the scope of the disclosure described herein. Accordingly, the
scope of the disclosure should be limited only by the claims
amended hereto.

What is claimed is:

1. A shaker screen comprising:

a sealing element; and

a composite frame comprising a rigid molded section

defining an extended portion of the composite frame;
wherein the sealing element is attached to a basal perimeter
of the composite frame.

2. The shaker screen of claim 1, wherein an outer surface of
the sealing element has a substantially rounded face.

3. The shaker screen of claim 1, wherein an inner area of the
sealing element is substantially hollow.

4. The shaker screen of claim 1, wherein an inner area of the
sealing element is gas-filled.

5. The shaker screen of claim 1, wherein an inner area of the
sealing element is foam-filled.

6. The shaker screen of claim 1, wherein the sealing ele-
ment further comprises a series of support ribs.

7. The shaker screen of claim 1, wherein the sealing ele-
ment further comprises a thermoplastic elastomer outer shell.

8. The shaker screen of claim 1, wherein an outer surface of
the sealing element comprises a lower durometer material
than an inner area of the sealing element.

9. The shaker screen of claim 1, further comprising a fil-
tering element attached to the composite frame.

10. The shaker screen of claim 1, wherein the molded rigid
section is integral to the composite frame.

11. A method of forming a shaker screen comprising:

forming a sealing element;
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forming a composite frame having a rigid molded section
defining an extended portion of the composite frame;
and

attaching the sealing element to the composite frame;

wherein the sealing element is disposed along at least one

surface of a basal perimeter of the composite frame.

12. The method of forming a shaker screen of claim 11,
wherein the attaching the sealing element to the composite
frame comprises co-molding the sealing element and the
composite frame.

13. The method of forming a shaker screen of claim 12,
wherein the sealing element is co-molded to a rigid molded
section extending along the basal perimeter of the composite
frame.

14. The method of forming a shaker screen of claim 11,
wherein the attaching the sealing element to the composite
frame comprises bonding the sealing element to the compos-
ite frame.

15. The method of forming a shaker screen of claim 14,
wherein the bonding comprises thermal bonding.

16. The method of forming a shaker screen of claim 11,
further comprising:

bonding a wiper seal to a thermoplastic cap disposed onthe

composite frame.

17. The method of forming a shaker screen of claim 11,
further comprising:

attaching a filtering element to the composite frame.

18. The method of claim 11, wherein the forming com-
prises co-extruding the frame and the sealing element.
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19. The method of claim 18, wherein the attaching further
comprises securing the sealing element to the frame by at
least one of a group consisting of mechanical fastening, weld-
ing, heat staking, thermal bonding, and chemical adhesion.

20. The method of claim 19, wherein the attaching further
comprises sliding the sealing element into the groove on the
frame.

21. The method of claim 18, wherein the first mating sur-
face of the frame comprises a groove, and the second mating
surface of the sealing element comprises an extension con-
figured to align with the groove.

22. The method of claim 11, wherein the attaching com-
prises aligning a first mating surface of the frame to a second
mating surface of the sealing element.

23. A shaker screen attachment comprising:

a sealing element;

a composite frame having a rigid molded section defining

an extended portion of the composite frame; and

a wedge;

wherein the sealing element is attached to a basal perimeter

of the composite frame, and

wherein the wedge is disposed between the composite

frame and a shaker basket such that the sealing element
compresses against the shaker basket.

24. The shaker screen attachment of claim 23, wherein the
rigid molded section defines an extended portion of the com-
posite frame and further defines a compression limit of the
sealing element.



